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‘Making a Mark’ 
Mark Holder Social Impact Declaration 
 

Start in Salford 
 
At Start in Salford, we use creativity to help vulnerable people from all 
walks of life improve their skills and gain in confidence. Our members 
often make remarkable progress and soon learn how to become valued 
members of the community, contributing in ways they themselves could 
never have imagined. 
 
From our fully resourced centre at Brunswick House, 
members have access to some excellent facilities, 
including art and media studios, craft workshops and 
gardens. It is here that professional tutors bring out 
the best in our members, so that they can grow in 
confidence, build self-esteem and become valued 
contributors to the wider community. 
 
The Social Enterprise Mark criteria includes a 
requirement for all applicants and renewing Mark 
Holders to provide ‘social impact statements’, which 
illustrate how they are striving to meet their 
social/environmental objectives. 
 
Below are examples of how Start in Salford is making 
a mark, striving to make a difference to our local 
community: 
 

Reducing isolation and improving social connections 

The outcome most identified by beneficiaries and most valued by them 
is reduced isolation. Start provides a point of contact for new friends and 
a place of comfort.  
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To achieve this, we focus on: 

 Reconnecting people to their surroundings, i.e. libraries, parks, 
shops etc 

 Reconnecting people with people, e.g. encouraging friendships, 
peer support and improved social circle 

Boosting local economy 

By re-engaging people with local businesses, cafes, cinemas, shops and 
public transport we will be boosting the local economy; leading to 
personal and financial growth, which in turn leads to a more prosperous 
and vibrant city. 

Building resilient communities 

Start creates resilient communities. It is proven that resilient 
communities deal with environmental problems more effectively. 

Through helping people join in with our ‘Start Growing’ gardening 
projects, or recycling tree waste into wood products that are sold 
through our ‘Made By’ social enterprise, we also aim to instil renewed 
pride in a person’s surroundings, impacting how they take care of their 
green spaces, parks and gardens. 
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