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‘Making a Mark’ 
Mark Holder Social Impact Declaration 
 

Dorset Centre for Rural Skills 
 
Dorset Centre for Rural Skills (DCRS) was established 
in 2003 as a not-for-profit, training enterprise with 
the aim of 'keeping rural skills alive'. It was one of the 
first organisations in Dorset to be awarded the Social 
Enterprise Mark accreditation. 
 
We provide a range of courses, including rural crafts 
and traditional and sustainable building techniques. 
We have a strong environmental ethos and run 
courses in Straw Bale Building for those who wish to 
self-build sustainably. 
 
We keep all our course places limited to small numbers to ensure that 
everyone attending receives as much tutor time as they need. Our 
courses are aimed to educate, but for everyone to have fun too! 
 
The Social Enterprise Mark criteria includes a requirement for all 
applicants and renewing Mark Holders to provide ‘social impact 
statements’, which illustrate how they are striving to meet their 
social/environmental objectives.  
 
Below are examples of how DCRS is Making a Mark, striving to create a 
positive impact on people and planet.  
 

Social inputs – providing training and skills 

We provide a range of courses in and around Dorset and the West 
Country. Our tutors are professionals working full-time within their 
specialist fields. Some venues are working studios, giving a greater 
understanding of that industry. 
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Courses that we have provided in 2015/16 include: 

 Anyone can weld!  

 Straw Bale Construction 

 Be a Blacksmith for the Day 

 Spoon Carving and Basket Making 

Social outputs – key measures of activity 

Numbers of participants on courses in 2015/16: 

 Welding - 12 people per month  

 Straw Bale Building - 12 people per course, 30 courses a year 

 Blacksmith Courses - 36 people 

 Spoon Carving and Basket Making - 24 people 

Social outcomes – providing skills for employment 

Our courses are attended by the unemployed, ex-armed forces 
personnel, or current builders who want to further their knowledge. By 
providing these courses we are able to give the unemployed and ex-
forces personnel skills that they can then use to gain employment, and 
for current builders the skills to allow them to take on more varied jobs 
that they otherwise would not be able to. 

Those who have attended some of our courses 
have gone on to gain employment or set 
themselves up as self-employed.  

There are also those that were unable to do 
specialist jobs in their current position 
because they did not have the skills to do so. 
After attending our courses they are then able 
to go on and gain more specialist jobs within 
their careers. 
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