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‘Making a Mark’ 
Mark Holder Social Impact Declaration 
 

Coventry University 
 
Coventry University is a forward-looking, modern university 
with a proud tradition as a provider of high quality 
education and a focus on applied research.  
 
We are a major presence in Coventry, which contributes to 
the city's friendly and vibrant atmosphere and also enables 
us to foster successful business partnerships. 
 
With a specific commitment to social enterprise, the university’s 
subsidiary, Coventry University Social Enterprise (CUSE) CIC is the first 
Social Enterprise created by a University, with the sole purpose of 
embedding and growing social enterprise within the DNA of the 
Coventry University Group. 
 
The Social Enterprise Mark criteria includes a requirement for all 
applicants and renewing Mark Holders to provide ‘social impact 
statements’, which illustrate how they are striving to meet their 
social/environmental objectives.  
 
Below are examples of how Coventry University is Making a Mark, 
striving to create a positive impact on people and planet.  

 

Social inputs – providing mental health support 

We continue to engage with and support social enterprises created by a 
number of staff, students and alumni, through the Enterprise Hub, 
Champions network and Enterprise Engagement initiative (direct contact 
lectures, tutor groups and Enterprise Café). 
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As a global organisation we recognise the contribution we can make 
both socially and environmentally, embracing diversity, providing 
knowledge and skills to students and staff, supporting communities and 
benefiting the local economy. Sustainability is integral to our operations; 
ensuring responsible thinking and practices that bring about positive 
change for the future. 

Social outputs – examples of key activities 

We have created a social enterprise forum - monthly meetings of local 
social Enterprises and business support agencies to collaborate on joint 
projects and bids, in order to: 

 Increase understanding of social enterprises in the City 

 Raise the profile of social enterprise by holding a number of events 
across the city to raise the profile of social enterprises 

We have created a successful engagement programme, whereby 
Enterprise Officers are presenting to students and staff in all of the 
various faculties, schools and departments across the University in order 
to create a wider support network. We have so far successfully carried 
out 1,200 engagements through the programme. 

Social outcomes – supporting social enterprise 

CUSE has successfully assisted 10 Social 
enterprises to start up in 2016, including 
the Fab Lab Coventry; a social impact 
and innovation hub in the heart of the 
City, which provides widespread access 
to modern means for invention to the 
local community, including 3D Printing, 
Moulding & Casting, CAD modelling, 
and Programming. 

We have grown the social enterprise pipeline/network to over 50 
individuals, and have established a Coventry Social Enterprise Forum. We 
were also shortlisted for the Times Higher Education Awards 2016 for 
enterprise initiatives such as CUSE and the recently-launched African 
Institute for Transformational Entrepreneurship (AITE). 
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