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‘Making a Mark’ 

Gold Mark Holder Social Impact Declaration 
 

Plymouth College of Art 
 
Plymouth College of Art is a specialist 
independent Higher Education Institution 
founded in 1856, offering a range of 
Undergraduate, Postgraduate and Pre-Degree 
study across Art, Design and Media. 

Run by artists for artists, the college is a 
Founding Associate of Tate Exchange and a 
UK Advisory Council Member of the Creative 
Industries Federation, seeking by practical example to influence policy 
and create innovation in the national agenda for art education.  
 
We were awarded the Social Enterprise Gold Mark in June 2017, joining a 
growing network of ‘gold standard’ social enterprises. The Gold Mark 
criteria includes a requirement for all applicants and renewing Mark 
Holders to provide ‘social impact statements’, which illustrate how they 
are striving to meet their social/ environmental objectives.  
 

Creating positive social impact 

We lead and support a wide range of initiatives that result in direct 
positive social impact. Below are examples of how we are Making a Mark, 
striving to create a lasting positive impact on people and planet. 
 
Commitment to place making and regeneration 

We have a commitment to invest in our students and city, demonstrated 
through the opening of our £8m craft and digital fabrication studios in 
2014 and the establishment of a dedicated Pre-Degree campus for 16 to 
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19-year-olds in 2016. This measured growth and development has 
secured our local pre-degree student numbers and facilitated the growth 
of our higher education student numbers by over 100% in the last five 
years, securing the college’s position as a leading expert in arts 
education for the benefit of young people and the city of Plymouth. 

Proactive engagement with employers 

In 2013 we established the Enterprise, Entrepreneurship and 
Employability Team to proactively seek paid and voluntary opportunities 
for students to get involved in community projects, live briefs and 
industry experience. Engaging creative employers ensures that teaching 
remains relevant to the needs of industry, supports developmental 
projects and creates graduate employment. The facility gives companies, 
individuals and charities affordable access to high quality creative skills. 

National Saturday Art and Design Club 

We have a long history of running Saturday Arts Club as a means of 
enabling young people to participate in arts activities outside of school. 
The success of the club was such that in 2009 the Sorrell Foundation 
launched the National Saturday Art and Design Club (NSADC) for 14 to 
16-year-olds, based on the Plymouth College of Art model. Every year 
we offer up to 25 fully paid bursary places on the NSADC. Participants 
benefit from a 25-week programme of activities, masterclasses from 
international artists and opportunities to showcase work at a prestigious 
London venue, raising the aspirations of young people in Plymouth. 

The Plymouth progressive continuum of creative learning 

In 2014 the college sponsored the establishment of 
Plymouth School of Creative Arts (PSCA), an all 
through school (3-16) specialising in the use of 
creative education to deliver all subjects. In 
founding PSCA we have developed a progressive 
continuum of creative learning and practice from 
early years to Masters level postgraduate study, 
research and professional practice within the creative economy, 
providing an educational vehicle through which we encourage and 
facilitate individual agency leading to personal and community 
transformation. 
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