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‘Making a Mark’ 
Mark Holder Social Impact Declaration 
 

Dorset Centre for Rural Skills 
 
Dorset Centre for Rural Skills (DCRS) was established 
in 2003 as a not-for-profit, training enterprise with 
the aim of 'keeping rural skills alive'. It was one of 
the first organisations in Dorset to be awarded the 
Social Enterprise Mark accreditation. 
 
We provide a range of courses, including rural crafts 
and traditional and sustainable building techniques. 
We have a strong environmental ethos and run 
courses in Straw Bale Building for those who wish to 
self-build sustainably. 
 
We are committed to 'keeping rural skills alive' through courses and 
local and national publicity. Our courses have been featured in The 
Telegraph and on BBC 2's Heritage Heroes, as well as other programmes 
and publications. 
 
The Social Enterprise Mark criteria includes a requirement for all 
applicants and renewing Mark Holders to provide ‘social impact 
statements’, which illustrate how they are striving to meet their 
social/environmental objectives. Below are examples of how DCRS is 
Making a Mark, striving to create a positive impact on people and planet.  
 

Provision of training in traditional rural skills 

We deliver training courses in rural skills, which include Welding, Straw 
Bale Building, Blacksmithing, and Glassblowing. 

We also act as a hub for information relating to these disciplines. 
Specific areas of information disseminated by DCRS are: 

mailto:info@dorsetruralskills.co.uk
http://www.dorsetruralskills.co.uk/


 
 

 

Email: info@dorsetruralskills.co.uk  

Website: www.dorsetruralskills.co.uk/  

Phone: 01747 811 099 

 

• Sustainable and low cost housing resources 

• Maintenance and repair/restoration of ancient heritage buildings 

• Maintenance and restoration of ancient monuments 

• Consultancy service for home owners and guardians of historic 
monuments 

Outcomes for course participants 

Learning a new skill or refreshing confidence in old skills can be life 
enhancing and mentally revitalising. Our courses vary from craft based 
skills, such as basket making and spoon carving, to educational craft 
days, such as glass blowing.  

Our building based courses serve not only existing builders 
wishing to expand their skills base, but also self-builders 
and home owners who all find the courses informative and 
empowering. These courses focus on sustainable, low cost 
methods of construction, and traditional building skills with 
outcomes that produce low cost, low energy use homes.  

As a result, we see people go on to build their own homes 
where they may not have been able to afford housing, and 
to have the skill to maintain old houses, an essential 
knowledge for the future of our heritage buildings. 

Protecting traditional skills at risk of dying out 

We provide a vital link to practical skills that are sorely lacking in a 
modern society that wastes resources instead of creating, repairing, or 
remaking from them. 

Course participants and society benefit in many ways, including: 

• increased skill levels that can then be passed on 

• financial benefits from making and repairing instead of buying 
new, often imported, goods 

• Skills that are in danger of dying out are given a new lease of life 
from both being practiced, and an enhanced perception of the 
processes needed to carry them out 
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