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‘Making a Mark’ 
Mark Holder Social Impact Declaration 
 

Aston University 
 
Aston University is the UK's leading university for 
business and the professions.  We are internationally 
recognised for being a research-led University and are 
known for our world-class teaching quality and strong 
industry partnerships, government and commerce.  
 

At Aston, we are dedicated to developing the people 
and the ideas that will shape the businesses and 
communities of tomorrow. Our mission is to deliver and 
maintain a sustainable campus that enhances the student experience. 
 
The Social Enterprise Mark criteria includes a requirement for all 
applicants and renewing Mark Holders to provide ‘social impact 
statements’, which illustrate how they are striving to meet their 
social/environmental objectives.  
 
Below are examples of how Aston University is Making a Mark, striving 
to create a positive impact on people and planet. 
 

Commitment to supporting social enterprise 

Supporting social enterprise is a key element of our mission to be the 
leading university for business and the professions. Examples include a 
specialist social entrepreneurship teaching and research faculty in Aston 
Business School and a national network of 1,300 growth businesses, 
including 90 social enterprises that are supported by Aston.  
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We also lead BSEEN, a flagship business start-up programme, part-
funded by ERDF, in collaboration with three Birmingham-based 
universities. 

Example measures of support provided 

BSEEN and our other programmes, including the HEFCE UnLtd project, 
have been responsible for Aston creating 21 new social enterprises in 
the last five years. We have had social enterprises amongst every growth 
programme cohort we have delivered, with more than 40 participating at 
Aston in the last 5 years.  We support 90 social enterprises that are 
member of the national Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses alumni 
community.  

The Aston Programme for Small Business Growth, which provides 
leadership and management education for early stage businesses, has 
had 5 social enterprises involved so far and at least another 6 social 
enterprises have participated in other activities, including Pitchfest West 
Midlands and the Small Business Charter Growth Vouchers programme. 

Supporting social enterprises to create social impact 

We support social enterprises to grow, and thereby increase their 
capacity to make an impact with their beneficiaries. We evaluate all 
programmes and monitor the impact on participating businesses, 
looking at growth indicators such as job creation and turnover. 

We have a research programme underway that will evaluate the impact 
and outcomes of entrepreneurship education and incubation. This will, 
for example, give us data about the longer-term outcomes for the 21 
entrepreneurs who have started social enterprises as a result of 
participation in our programmes such as BSEEN. 

Aston University was “Highly Commended” in 
HEI of the Year category at the SEE 
Changemaker Recognition Awards, in respect 
of our exemplary progress in embedding a 
culture of social entrepreneurship across the 
institution. 
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